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Young Farmers' panto group


Mary, a road sweeper


Fairy Big One


The Wicked Witch of the West


Prince Valiant


Corporal Copper  (CC)


Private Policeman  (PP)


Humpty Dumpty


King Conk


Queen Quink


Lord High Chamberpot


Five mini-people


Robbers, Dark Shapes, Dancers

The action takes place in the Kingdom of Eggscramblia, where the royal family are the toast of the town....

SCENE ONE

A Street in Eggscramblia
SCENE TWO

The Road to the Royal Palace
SCENE THREE
The Royal Palace
SCENE FOUR

The Wicked Witch's Cave on Cold Mountain
SCENE FIVE

The Royal Palace

STAGING NOTES

The main set piece is a giant egg-box on hidden wheels, with space enough (and an egg) for Humpty Dumpty - the smallest member of the speaking cast - and two junior cast members to hide inside.  It has to glide magically on under its own power, so it needs to be light enough for them to propel it.  Other cast members such as the robbers or the King and Queen could also help move it from the upstage side, and in any case the eggbox needs to be high enough to conceal up to three cast members when waiting behind it for their next move.  

The only other furniture required is a collection of rubbish including several cardboard boxes; some cut-out trees; and a blanket.  The principal props are two magic wands and a roadsweeper's broom and of course Teddy, plus the King's birthday bun with a candle to go on top, chains or handcuffs for two people, the community songsheet and some joke pies - these are made easily with shaving foam on a paper plate.  Individual songsheets, a trumpet, bags marked "SWAG", and sweets for the kids are optional.

SAMPLE TEXT
End of SCENE ONE:

PRINCE
First time I've seen a beery fairy. So - how heavy is 
this?  (Finds he can push the eggbox)

MARY

(Running over to him) Oh do be careful!

PRINCE
No worries, it's quite light.  
(They both pretend to walk forward pushing the eggbox, which stays centre stage)

SCENE TWO The Road to the Royal Palace

(Lighting changes.  Eggbox stays still while in the background cast dressed as robbers and hiding behind trees appear and glide across the stage as if being passed on the road)

MARY

Isn't it unusual for you to be out here on your own?  I mean, there's lots of robbers around these days.

PRINCE
Well the two palace policeman are out here somewhere, so the robbers won't be having much luck.  

(Robbers shake their fists.  Two policeman appear and glide after them blowing their whistles, then see the eggbox and chase after that so they're "running" just behind the Prince and Mary)

PRINCE
Oh here they are.  (He and Mary stop pushing, so the policemen then run into the back of the eggbox and collapse).

MARY

Well that's hard on the causes of crime.

PRINCE
Atten - shun!  (Police pull themselves together)  Stand by your eggbox!  (Police stand to attention) Anything to report?

PRIVATE
A headache.

CORPORAL
As you were!  You 'orrible man!  What do you take for a headache?

PRINCE
Nothing acts faster than Anadin!

PRIVATE
(Still at attention) I take nothing, corporal.

CORPORAL
You!  Stand still!  Why are you wearing water wings?

PRIVATE
You said there was a crime wave.  I can't swim.

PRINCE
So you thought you'd go with the flow!

CORPORAL
(To Prince) Whose line is it?

PRINCE
It's borderline!

MARY

I'm all at sea.

PRIVATE
Can you swim?

MARY

No.

PRIVATE
You'd best have these water wings then.

PRINCE
There's no answer to that.

CORPORAL
As you were!

MARY

I'm out of my depth!

PRIVATE
I told you to have the water wings.

CORPORAL
Stand still!

PRINCE
Why don't owls make love in the sea?

CORPORAL
I don't know - why don't owls make love in the sea?

MARY

Because it's too wet to woo!

ALL

(To audience) Ta-daaa!

CORPORAL
(To Prince) It's not working sir.

PRINCE
Tell you what - you push the eggbox and we'll sing the soppy song (slaps thigh).

MARY

We certainly will, Stanley (slaps thigh).

CORPORAL
(Slapping thigh) What a slapping good idea!

PRIVATE
(Tries to slap thigh, misses and falls over) Waaah!

CORPORAL
Stupid boy.

MARY

What shall we sing, my Prince?

PRINCE
After that intro, we can sing what we like!

SONG:

What they like - "You're Just In Love" or whatever.

(Policeman pretend to push eggbox forward while they sing)

PRIVATE
(After applause) I can see the palace!

CORPORAL
You can see anything after four pints of scrumpy!

MARY

Oh, how can I appear at the palace in these rags?

PRINCE
Have no fear - we shall go into the city to change while our friends guard the eggbox.

MARY

(Incredulous, mimicking) "We shall go into the city to change while our friends guard the eggbox?"

PRIVATE
I wish I was on what he's drinking.

CORPORAL
(Saluting) The eggbox is safe in our hands, sir!

PRINCE
That's what I'm worried about.  Come, my dear.

MARY

Bye kids!  (Exits L with Prince)

AUDIENCE
Bye!

CORPORAL
Right, PP!

PRIVATE
Yes, CC!

CORPORAL
Time to make camp.  (Lights dim)

PRIVATE
(Leaning against him) Hello, darling!

CORPORAL
No, no!  Time to bed down.

PRIVATE
(More insistent) Hello darling!

CORPORAL
Not that!  Time to pitch tent!

PRIVATE
How far?

CORPORAL
How far?

PRIVATE
I don't want to be accused of loitering within tent!


CORPORAL
Boom - boom!  Why don't you grow up, stupid?

PRIVATE
I have grown up stupid.

CORPORAL
What were you before you joined the police force?

PRIVATE
Happy.

CORPORAL
How many of these old jokes can we cram in?

PRIVATE
Dunno - time for the visual gag.

CORPORAL
OK - hi kids.  If you see any of those robbers, will you sing out?

AUDIENCE
Yes.

CORPORAL
Is there anyone out there?

AUDIENCE
YES!

PRIVATE
(Getting blanket and teddy bear wearing Y-fronts) Best we practise, they haven't done anything for two pages.

CORPORAL
Right - you pretend to be a robber.

PRIVATE
What, with a stocking mask over my head?

CORPORAL
Yes, that's right.

PRIVATE
But I'm not wearing any stockings.

CORPORAL
I'm glad about that.  What are you wearing?

PRIVATE
Y-fronts.

CORPORAL
They'll do.

PRIVATE
(Taking Y-fronts off teddy) Will the judges allow it?

CORPORAL
It's all right, they're wearing them too.

PRIVATE
(Wrapping Y-fronts round his head) Do I look like a 
robber?

CORPORAL
Don't ask.  Now kids, when you see a robber... (Robbers come round from behind the eggbox or wherever)

AUDIENCE
Look out!

PRIVATE
They're very quick!  (Or slow!!)

CORPORAL
We haven't started yet!

PRIVATE
There's no robbers yet!

AUDIENCE
Oh yes there is!

CORPORAL
Oh no there isn't.

AUDIENCE
OH YES THERE IS!

POLICE
OH NO THERE ISN'T!

AUDIENCE
OH YES THERE IS!

POLICE
OH NO THERE ISN'T!

ROBBERS
OH YES THERE IS!!

POLICE
WAAH!  
(Blow whistles, huge chase with lots of action.  The robbers can be throwing sacks marked "SWAG" to each other to prevent the police getting them, in the process some sweets get thrown into the audience.  The police finally run round the eggbox, chase the robbers off, come round opposite sides and crash into each other in front of the eggbox, collapse on blanket, blackout.  The King and Queen can now sneak behind the eggbox if they're not there already.  The lights come up to find the policemen asleep under the blanket, PP has his teddy bear).
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